MODELING VTEM DATA

Introduction

The VTEM system is based on a concentric or central loop design, whereby, the receiver is
positioned at the centre of a 26.1 meters diameter transmitter loop that produces a dipole moment
up to 625,000 NIA at peak current. The wave form is a bi-polar, modified square wave with a
turn-on and turn-off at each end. With a base frequency of 30 Hz, the duration of each pulse is
approximately 7.5 milliseconds followed by an off time where no primary field is present.

During turn-on and turn-off, a time varying field is produced (dB/dt) and an electro-motive force
(emf) is created as a finite impulse response. A current ring around the transmitter loop moves
outward and downward as time progresses. When conductive rocks and mineralization are
encountered, a secondary field is created by mutual induction and measured by the receiver at the
centre of the transmitter loop.

Measurements are made during the off-time, when only the secondary field (representing the
conductive targets encountered in the ground) is present.

Late in 2006, Geotech Ltd. incorporated a B-Field measurement in the VTEM system. The B-
Field measurements have the advantage of containing more spectral energy at low spectral
frequencies than the dB/dt measurements; hence, greater amplitudes and accuracies when
encountering targets with higher conductances (> 500 Siemens). The converse is true at higher
spectral frequencies where dB/dt measurements are best applied. The B-field is most widely used
in nickel exploration where a small percentage of targets are extremely conductive (> 2500
Siemens) and less resolvable or invisible (below the noise threshold) using dB/dt measurements.

Efficient modeling of the results can be carried out on regularly shaped geometries, thus yielding
close approximations to the parameters of the measured targets. The following is a description of
a series of common models made for the purpose of promoting a general understanding of the
measured results.

Variation of Plate Depth

Geometries represented by plates of different strike length, depth extent, dip, plunge and depth
below surface can be varied with characteristic parameters like conductance of the target,
conductance of the host and conductivity/thickness and thickness of the overburden layer.

Diagrammatic models for a vertical plate are shown in figures A and G at two different depths,
all other parameters remaining constant. With this transmitter-receiver geometry, the classic M
shaped response is generated. Figure A shows a plate where the top is near surface. Here,
amplitudes of the duel peaks are higher and symmetrical with the zero centre positioned directly
above the plate. Most important is the separation distance of the peaks. This distance is small
when the plate is near surface and widens with a linear relationship as the plate (depth to top)
increases. Figure G shows a much deeper plate where the separation distance of the peaks is
much wider and the amplitudes of the channels have decreased.
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Variation of Plate Dip

As the plate dips and departs from the vertical position, the peaks become asymmetrical. Figure
B shows a near surface plate dipping 80°. Note that the direction of dip is toward the high
shoulder of the response and the top of the plate remains under the centre minimum.

As the dip increases, the aspect ratio (Min/Max) decreases and this aspect ratio can be used as an
empirical guide to dip angles from near 90° to about 30°. The method is not sensitive enough
where dips are less than about 30°. Figure E shows a plate dipping 45° and, at this angle, the
minimum shoulder starts to vanish. In Figure D, a flat lying plate is shown, relatively near
surface. Note that the twin peak anomaly has been replaced by a symmetrical shape with large,
bell shaped, channel amplitudes which decay relative to the conductance of the plate.

Figure H shows a special case where two plates are positioned to represent a synclinal structure.
Note that the main characteristic to remember is the centre amplitudes are higher (approximately
double) compared to the high shoulder of a single plate. This model is very representative of
tightly folded formations where the conductors where once flat lying.

Variation of Prism Depth

Finally, with prism models, another algorithm is required to represent current on the plate. A
plate model is considered to be infinitely thin with respect to thickness and incapable of
representing the current in the thickness dimension. A prism model is constructed to deal with
this problem, thereby, representing the thickness of the body more accurately.

Figures C, F and I show the same prism at increasing depths. Aside from an expected decrease in

amplitude, the side lobes of the anomaly show a widening with deeper prism depths of the bell
shaped early time channels.
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General Modeling Concepts

A set of models has been produced for the Geotech VTEM® system with explanation notes (see
models A to I above). The reader is encouraged to review these models, so as to get a general
understanding of the responses as they apply to survey results. While these models do not begin
to cover all possibilities, they give a general perspective on the simple and most commonly
encountered anomalies.

When producing these models, a few key points were observed and are worth noting as follows:

° For near vertical and vertical plate models, the top of the conductor is always located
directly under the centre low point between the two shoulders in the classic M shaped
response.

° As the plate is positioned at an increasing depth to the top, the shoulders of the M shaped

response, have a greater separation distance.

° When faced with choosing between a flat lying plate and a prism model to represent the
target (broad response) some ambiguity is present and caution should be exercised.

° With the concentric loop system and Z-component receiver coil, virtually all types of
conductors and most geometries are most always well coupled and a response is
generated (see model H). Only concentric loop systems can map this type of target.

The modelling program used to generate the responses was prepared by PetRos Eikon Inc. and is
one of a very few that can model a wide range of targets in a conductive half space.

General Interpretation Principals
Magnetics

The total magnetic intensity responses reflect major changes in the magnetite and/or other
magnetic minerals content in the underlying rocks and unconsolidated overburden. Precambrian
rocks have often been subjected to intense heat and pressure during structural and metamorphic
events in their history. Original signatures imprinted on these rocks at the time of formation
have, it most cases, been modified, resulting in low magnetic susceptibility values.

The amplitude of magnetic anomalies, relative to the regional background, helps to assist in
identifying specific magnetic and non-magnetic rock units (and conductors) related to, for
example, mafic flows, mafic to ultramafic intrusives, felsic intrusives, felsic volcanics and/or
sediments etc. Obviously, several geological sources can produce the same magnetic response.
These ambiguities can be reduced considerably if basic geological information on the area is
available to the geophysical interpreter.
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In addition to simple amplitude variations, the shape of the response expressed in the wave
length and the symmetry or asymmetry, is used to estimate the depth, geometric parameters and
magnetization of the anomaly. For example, long narrow magnetic linears usually reflect mafic
flows or intrusive dyke features. Large areas with complex magnetic patterns may be produced
by intrusive bodies with significant magnetization, flat lying magnetic sills or sedimentary iron
formation. Local isolated circular magnetic patterns often represent plug-like igneous intrusives
such as kimberlites, pegmatites or volcanic vent areas.

Because the total magnetic intensity (TMI) responses may represent two or more closely spaced
bodies within a response, the second derivative of the TMI response may be helpful for
distinguishing these complexities. The second derivative is most useful in mapping near surface
linears and other subtle magnetic structures that are partially masked by nearby higher amplitude
magnetic features. The broad zones of higher magnetic amplitude, however, are severely
attenuated in the vertical derivative results. These higher amplitude zones reflect rock units
having strong magnetic susceptibility signatures. For this reason, both the TMI and the second
derivative maps should be evaluated together.

Theoretically, the second derivative, zero contour or colour delineates the contacts or limits of
large sources with near vertical dip and shallow depth to the top. The vertical gradient map also
aids in determining contact zones between rocks with a susceptibility contrast, however,
different, more complicated rules of thumb apply.

Concentric Loop EM Systems

Concentric systems with horizontal transmitter and receiver antennae produce much larger
responses for flat lying conductors as contrasted with vertical plate-like conductors. The amount
of current developing on the flat upper surface of targets having a substantial area in this
dimension, are the direct result of the effective coupling angle, between the primary magnetic
field and the flat surface area. One therefore, must not compare the amplitude/conductance of
responses generated from flat lying bodies with those derived from near vertical plates; their
ratios will be quite different for similar conductances.

Determining dip angle is very accurate for plates with dip angles greater than 30°. For angles less
than 30° to 0°, the sensitivity is low and dips can not be distinguished accurately in the presence
of normal survey noise levels.

A plate like body that has near vertical position will display a two shoulder, classic M shaped
response with a distinctive separation distance between peaks for a given depth to top.

It is sometimes difficult to distinguish between responses associated with the edge effects of flat
lying conductors and poorly conductive bedrock conductors. Poorly conductive bedrock
conductors having low dip angles will also exhibit responses that may be interpreted as surfacial
overburden conductors. In some situations, the conductive response has line to line continuity
and some magnetic correlation providing possible evidence that the response is related to an
actual bedrock source.
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The EM interpretation process used, places considerable emphasis on determining an
understanding of the general conductive patterns in the area of interest. Each area has different
characteristics and these can effectively guide the detailed process used.

The first stage is to determine which time gates are most descriptive of the overall conductance
patterns. Maps of the time gates that represent the range of responses can be very informative.

Next, stacking the relevant channels as profiles on the flight path together with the second
vertical derivative of the TMI is very helpful in revealing correlations between the EM and
Magnetics.

Next, key lines can be profiled as single lines to emphasize specific characteristics of a conductor
or the relationship of one conductor to another on the same line. Resistivity Depth sections can
be constructed to show the relationship of conductive overburden or conductive bedrock with the
conductive anomaly.
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